Ms. Chang, Science Department

cchang@ouhsd.k12.ca.us

Adolfo Camarillo High School, 2004-2005

Physical Science Honors

Course Description: This course provides the student with a beginning knowledge of physics and chemistry. It is designed to prepare students for success in further honors and Advanced Placement courses.  

Textbooks: Conceptual Physics, Hewitt. Addison-Wesley. 1987.  Chemistry, Wilbraham et al. Prentice Hall, 1990

Lab experiments:  Grading will be depending on lab write ups and group effort. These 1-2 page explanations of the work we do are worth 10-20 points each.  Lab reports copied from another student will be counted as if no lab report were submitted. If students work in groups during a particular experiment, each student is expected to hand in his own lab report. The data for each member will be identical but the remaining sections of the lab report should not be. 

Tests/Quizzes/Finals:  You will be tested about every chapter with a final at the end of each semester. Unannounced quizzes will be based on the previous day’s material and homework. Quizzes are not made up if missed. If a student is absent the day before a test, he/she must take the test on the scheduled day. If a student is absent on the test day, he/she must take a make up test the day the student returns to school. If a student is absent for multiple days because of serious illness, any make up tests will be arranged on an individual basis. 
Homework: Homework assignments must be turned in on the due date. We will go over the solutions of the homework on the day the problem is due.  Once we go over the solutions, they cannot be accepted for grading. If you will be absent on the day an assignment is due, and if you know in advance, you must turn it in ahead of time or send it to school with someone.  Another option is to submit it through my email address (cchang@ouhsd.k12.ca.us).  If you are absent on the day an assignment is due and if you do not make arrangements to deliver the problem set on the due date, then you will receive a zero. Since two scores will be dropped, this should cover any excused absences. If there are extenuating (excused) circumstances which cause you to miss more than two problem sets in a given quarter, we will make other arrangements.

Notebook: On the day of your second semester final, I will be collecting your notebook. You should organize your notebook by chapters with tabs. It will be submitted in a three-hole binder. The notebook is worth 50 points.

Final Exam: The semester final exam is cumulative. It will be worth 300 points.

Class Participation: Every day that you come to class on time, ready to work, and be on task, you will receive 2 points. There will be a total of 60 points possible for the semester.

Plagiarism/Cheating: NO PLAGIARISM/CHEATING WILL BE TOLERATED. First offense: Zero on the assignment and parent conference will be arranged. Second offense: You will receive a “Fail” in the course.

Grading Scale:

A (90% - 100%)

B (80% - 89.9%)


C (70% – 79.9%)


D (60% - 69.9%)

Fail (59.9% or below)

Classroom Rules:

Following the classroom rules will ensure the highest learning environment for all students. Any infraction may result in points deduction. 
1. RESPECT EACH OTHER.

2. COME TO CLASS ON TIME.
3. BEGIN THE START UP ACTIVITY WITHIN 1 MINUTE AFTER THE TARDY BELL.
4. ATTEND TO PERSONAL NEEDS BEFORE COMING TO CLASS.
5. BRING REQUIRED MATERIALS EVERY DAY.
6. BE POLITE.
7. FOLLOW THE TEACHER’S DIRECTIONS IMMEDIATELY.
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